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(July 2018) Special programs to air on MSPR 
June 29, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State Public Radio (MSPR) will celebrate the July 4 holiday with 
special programs. 
“That Was Radio – Westerns” will air at 9 a.m. Host Leon Smothers explores the golden age of radio, 
including the radio programs, personalities and events that shaped those programs. On this edition, Smothers 
will be your guide for a review of old-time radio Westerns including shows for kids, adults and the whole 
family. The program will be a nostalgic hour of singing cowboys, adventure and suspense. The program will 
repeat Sunday, July 8, at 3 p.m. 
"Freedom- United We Stand" will follow at 10 a.m. Music and the Spoken Word special will include 
new music for 2018 that includes "This is a Great Country, from Mr. President,” "Hymn for America,” "Cohan's 
Big Three,” and "America the Beautiful.” The program will repeat at 8 p.m. 
MSPR will present “Kentucky Writers Hall of Fame" at 11 a.m. The Kentucky Writers Hall of Fame 
announced the 2018 Hall of Fame class at an induction ceremony at the Carnegie Center in Lexington. This 
year’s inductees were John Fox Jr., Annie Fellows Johnston, Walter Tevis and Dr. bell hooks. A production of 
WUKY in Lexington. 
“2018 United States Air Force Band Jazz Heritage Radio Series” will air at noon. The special will 
feature the USAF Airmen of Note. Throughout its long history, the Airmen of Note has regularly performed and 
recorded with the leading artists in the jazz world. In fact, the list of guest artists featured with the Note reads 
like a "who's who" of the jazz industry. Stationed at Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling in Washington, D.C., it is one 
of six musical ensembles that comprise The U.S. Air Force Band. Created in 1950 to continue the tradition of 
Maj. Glenn Miller's Army Air Corps dance band, the current band consists of 18 active duty Airmen musicians 
including one vocalist. 
The specials will conclude at 9 p.m. with "Patriotic Music for Independence Day.” 
Morehead State Public Radio broadcasts from the campus of Morehead State University, and serves 
more than 20 counties in Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia. WMKY (90.3 FM) serves as the flagship station 
for the network, which includes a translator (88.3 FM) in Inez. 
Additional information is available by contacting MSPR at 606-783-2001 or visit wmky.org. 
#### 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution. 
 
Helphinstine to receive 2018 Founders Award for University Service 
 
June 19, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---The Morehead State University Service Award Committee has 
recommended that Dr. Frances “Fran” L. Helphinstine be the recipient of the 2018 Founders Award 
for University Service. 
MSU’s Board of Regents approved the action during its June meeting. She will be presented 
with the award during Morehead State University’s Homecoming Banquet Friday, Oct. 19, at the 
Morehead Conference Center. 
“The Founders Award for University Service is the most significant award that we provide 
to alums of Morehead State,” said President Joseph A. (Jay) Morgan. “Dr. Helphinstine has served 
graciously and has had a tremendously influential on her students. She is a great supporter not only 
of MSU but of higher education.” 
Helphinstine first started at MSU in 1966 as an instructor of English. In her career spanning 
more than 50 years, she always stayed focused on students. Helphinstine also remained an active 
scholar regularly presenting at the Shakespeare Association of America conference and enjoying 
success at securing grants from the National Endowment of the Humanities. 
In 1988, she received the MSU Faculty Service Award. She served on countless committees, 
served as the Graduate Program Coordinator for English, was active with the Kentucky Council of 
Teachers of English and the National Council for Teachers of English. 
According to Morgan, “No one can recall a commencement exercise in the last 50 years that 
Helphinstine has not attended.” In fact, she served as faculty marshall for a number of years, leading 
her colleagues into the Academic-Athletic Center arena as part of the academic procession. 
She received her Ph.D. degree in English with a specialization in English Renaissance and 
Dramatic Literature in April 1978 from Indiana University, in Bloomington, Indiana. 
Previous recipients have included W. E. Crutcher, 1978; Linus A. Fair, 1979; Carl D. 
Perkins, 1980; Dr. Warren C. Lappin, 1981; Dr. Ted L. Crosthwait, 1982; Monroe Wicker, 1983; 
Lloyd Cassity, 1984; Grace Crosthwaite, 1985; Boone Logan, 1986; Dr. Rondal D. Hart, 1987; 
George T. Young, 1988; John E. Collis, 1989; Dr. Wilhelm Exelbirt, 1990; Dr. R. H. Playforth, 
1991; Dr. Mary Northcutt Powell, 1992; Senator Woody May, 1993; Dr. J. E. Duncan, 1994; 
Sherman R. Arnett and Harlen L. Hamm, 1995; 
Dr. Adron Doran, 1996; Robert S. Bishop and Martin Huffman, 1997; Dr. Charles J. 
Pelfrey, 1998; Carolyn S. Flatt, 1999; Dr. Earl J. Bentley, 2000; Mrs. Mignon Doran, 2001; Dr. C. 
Nelson Grote, 2002; Merl F. Allen, 2003; Dr. John C. Philley, 2004; Dr. Charles M. Derrickson, 
2005; Dr. John R. Duncan, 2006; Steve A. Hamilton, 2007; Dr. Marshall Banks, 2008; Dr. Randy 
Wells, 2009;  Dr. Jack D. Ellis, 2010; Ms. Lucille Caudill Little, 2011; Rocky J. Adkins, 2012; 
Clyde I. James, 2013; Keith R. Kappes, 2014; Carol Johnson and W. H. “Honie” Rice, 2015; Myron 
Doan, 2016; and Dr. David Saxon, 2017. 
MSU’s homecoming celebration will be held Oct. 18-20. 
For more information about university awards, or to nominate someone, visit 
www.moreheadstate.edu/universityawards. 
Additional information is available by calling Office of Alumni Relations and Development 
at 606-783-2033; 800-783-ALUM or visiting www.moreheadstate.edu/homecoming/. 
#### 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution. 
A look back: ‘2018 Summer Arts Academy’ 
June 25, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University hosted nearly 50 students from 
Kentucky, Ohio, West Virginia and Indiana for its Summer Arts Academy, June 10-16. 
The Academy consisted of six full days of activities, including individual and group 
instruction in a chosen area - - music, art and design, theater and creative writing. 
Evening activities included performances/presentations by MSU’s School of Music, 
Theatre and Dance faculty, an "Art Hop" night showcasing works of faculty and SAA art and 
design students, a bowling night, and other evening activities taught by SAA faculty specific to 
the student’s area. 
“What made this a unique experience was the focus on the individual having specific 
study in their medium (music, art and design and creative writing) several hours a day with 
faculty,” said Greg Wing, Summer Arts Academy director. “Participants had an opportunity to 
improve their skills in each area and interact with other students.”  
Chief photographer Tim Holbrook with help from the Academy has compiled a photo 
gallery of the 2018 Summer Arts Academy. 
PHOTO GALLERY ADDRESS 
The Summer Arts Academy is partially funded through the Caudill College of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences and the School of Creative Arts (Department of Music, Theatre, 
and Dance and Department of Art and Design).  
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Akers named MSPR news director 
June 27, 2017  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State Public Radio has named Leeann Akers news director. 
Her first day will be July 1. Akers will succeed Chuck Mraz, who will retire June 30. 
“We are excited to have Leeann lead our award-winning news team. Leeann is a smart and passionate 
journalist who strives for excellence in reporting,” said Paul Hitchcock, MSPR general manager. 
A two-time graduate of Morehead State University, she earned her bachelor’s degree in theatre and 
master’s degree in communications. She has severed as MSPR assistant new director for the past year. 
During her time at MSU, she began her broadcasting career as student work-study for MSPR. 
“As a student at MSU, Leeann was a talented and highly-motivated member of our news team and I 
have no doubt that she'll make great contributions to our news product as news director,” said Mraz. 
Her previous experience includes editor of the Grayson Journal Enquirer and Olive Hill Time, sports 
editor of The Morehead News and Grayson Journal. She also has been a contributing writer to the (Ashland) 
Daily Independent. 
Akers has won awards from the Kentucky Press Association awards in investigative journalism, 
breaking news, photography and design. She also earned First Place honors from the 2017 Associated Press 
awards for long newscast and use of sound. 
A Johnson County native, Akers lives in Morehead with her two sons. 
MSPR broadcasts 24 hours a day and serves more than 20 counties in Kentucky, Ohio and West 
Virginia. WMKY (90.3 FM) serves as the flagship station for the network, and includes a translator in Inez.  
Additional information is available on MSPR's website at www.wmky.org or from Hitchcock at 
wmky@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2001. 
#### 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution.  
 
 
Atkins selected to lead diversity initiatives at MSU 
  
June 22, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Dr. Caroline Atkins of Frankfort has been named as an Assistant 
Professor and assistant to the Office of the President to specifically lead the diversity efforts at 
Morehead State University, effective July 1. 
"We are pleased to have Dr. Atkins join the Morehead State University family. She 
brings a great deal of experience and knowledge, perspective and enthusiasm to this position, and 
our efforts to enhance the diversity of the campus community will move forward under her 
leadership,” said MSU President Dr. Joseph A. (Jay) Morgan. 
According to Morgan, Atkins helped create the state’s diversity plan. 
Atkins also will teach in the Department of Sociology, Social Work and Criminology. 
Since February 2016, Atkins has been senior associate at the Kentucky Council on 
Postsecondary Education.  She had numerous duties including to assist CPE staff and campus 
chief diversity officers with the development and implementation of campus-based diversity and 
inclusion plans in support of student success, particularly for underrepresented minority students. 
“It is an honor to have the opportunity to join the Morehead State University family. I am 
very excited about my role and eager to interact with students, staff, and faculty. I’m looking 
forward to working with the campus community to support the mission of the university,” said 
Atkins. 
Prior to the CPE, she was director of the training resource center and regional academic 
outreach at Murray State University from 1996 to 2016. 
Dr. Atkins will work with the entire campus in areas to develop and oversees programs, 
services and initiatives designed to enhance the recruitment and successful retention of students 
and/or faculty and staff from diverse and under-represented population groups. The 
individual also will serve as MSU’s Chief Diversity Officer/affirmative action officer and will 
hold primary responsibility and accountability for ensuring equal employment opportunity and 
non-discrimination in employment areas and for developing and implementing the campus’ 
affirmative action program. 
Atkins earned her Bachelor and Master of Science degrees from Eastern Kentucky 
University and her Ed. D. degree from Western Kentucky University. Dr. Atkins also will assist 




Career Services prepares students for success 
June 26, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Office of Career Services’ mission is 
to prepare 21st century students for the global workforce by providing career decision making, 
professional development, and internship/job search assistance to students as well as alumni. 
The office serves all majors and helps with the entire career exploration process.  First 
year students and sophomores are encouraged to take advantage of personality, interest, values 
and skills inventories to help choose a major and/or career path that is a good fit.  A new online 
platform that creates a one-stop shop for career exploration will be launched prior to the fall.   
Career Services offers an academic course for students engaging in internships or co-ops 
with external employers. It allows students to apply skills learned in the classroom to a 
professional work environment. This is essential to be competitive upon graduation according to 
the National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE) 2018 Job Outlook. The report finds 
that when employers are deciding between two otherwise equally qualified candidates the one 
with related work experience obtained through an internship is given greater consideration. 
Resume, cover letter and personal statement critiques are offered. Practice interviews can 
be conducted online via specialized software or in-person. The office tailors services so that 
students can develop a personal path to success. 
During the 2017-18 academic year, nearly 6,000 students were reached via presentations 
and events while more than 700 took advantage of individual appointments. 
Hundreds of employers and graduate programs travel to the MSU campus each year to 
meet our well-qualified students. Eagle CareerNet, an online job/internship posting database 
exclusive to MSU, allows students to connect with more than 3,800 organizations and their 
employment opportunities. Career fairs are offered each semester. The all major career fair 
continues to attract a diversity of organizations, drawing 179 organizations to campus during the 
year. The event is an excellent opportunity for students to explore industries as well as land leads 
for internships and jobs. The inaugural health care oriented career fairs brought an additional 44 
organizations to campus. Employers are very willing to give back to ensure the success of MSU 
graduates.  
At the Resume Blitz, recruiters volunteer their time to help our students improve their 
resumes before they apply for positions. Hands-on Resume Labs and LinkedIn Labs ensure 
students have a polished presence on paper and online.  Each spring an Etiquette Networking 
Dinner allows students to practice networking with organization representatives while also being 
led through a three-course meal. Other events such as information sessions, on campus 
interviews and class presentations regularly bring employers to campus. 
A unique service is the extensive Suit Bank for students in need of professional clothing 
for interviews, career fairs and conferences. It is stocked with suits, ties, and dress shirts donated 
by alumni, professionals, faculty, staff, community members, and others concerned with the 
success of our students. There is no charge to students for the clothing and donations are always 
accepted. 
For more information about these services or hiring an MSU student, contact the Career 
Services office, located on the ground floor of the Camden-Carroll Library, at 606-783-2233, 




CFLC presents ‘Off and Running! Cultivating Creative Thinkers’ 
June 5, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- Economics and entrepreneurship educators from the Booth 
Entrepreneurship Center at Morehead State University, Eastern Kentucky University, Murray 
State University, Northern Kentucky University and the University of Kentucky have formed the 
Coalition for Financial Literacy in the Commonwealth (CFLC) in order to collaborate and 
combine resources for  teaching personal finance, entrepreneurship and economics throughout 
Kentucky. 
The move is in response to Kentucky House Bill 132, passed on April 2. The regulation 
requires a financial literacy course as a high school graduation requirement and directs the 
Kentucky Board of Education to establish academic standards for the financial literacy course 
and to “develop curricula, materials, and guidelines, which may be used by schools for the 
financial literacy course.”  
With this unfunded mandate, there is an immediate need for training and resources in this 
area, and the CFLC can help. These professors, through their departments and Centers for 
Economic and Entrepreneurship, have been providing K-12 teachers with training and resources 
in this content area for decades. They are pooling their expertise and resources through the 
coalition in order to provide consistent, high-quality support and promote sustainability through 
the use of proven programs. 
The first professional development event for K-12 teachers will be “Off and Running! 
Cultivating Creative Thinkers” on Tuesday, June 19, at Keeneland in Lexington. The CFLC will 
collaborate with the State Treasurer Allison Ball, the Federal Reserve Bank and several business 
sponsors to offer a centralized conference to provide K-12 teachers with resources and methods 
they can take into their classrooms and integrate into various content areas. The focus is creative 
and engaging ways to teach real-world applications.  
Treasurer Ball will speak on “Financial Empowerment in Kentucky,” and her Chief of 
Staff, OJ Oleka, will introduce teachers to the treasurer’s new financial empowerment database.  
“Being financially literate is vital to the success of an individual as well as to their 
community. The opportunity to provide a financial literacy course to students is a great benefit, 
although having to provide the curriculum and materials can be challenging at times because of 
lack of funding. I am looking forward to the upcoming “Off and Running” workshop at 
Keeneland – the collaborative work of EKU, UK, NKU and Morehead State will be a valuable 
professional development opportunity. With PD funds being cut, it is very much appreciated for 
these institutions to provide such a worthwhile resource free to educators.  Each workshop I have 
attended in the past has been outstanding – I can’t wait to see what is in store this year,” said 
Becky Mullins, a teacher from Belfry High School in Pike County. 
Working together, these professors and their partners in the private and public sector will 
help Kentucky teachers and students work toward financial literacy. 
 For further information about the Coalition for Financial Literacy in the Commonwealth, 
contact j.ratliff@moreheadstate.edu, tbroker@murraystate.edu,  albahrania1@nku.edu, 
Cynthia.Harter@eku.edu, or  mary.vimont@uky.edu. 








Concert Choir and Chamber Singers return from successful Spain tour 
June 14, 2018  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOUNT STERLING, Ky.---After 10 days of bridging cultural gaps with songs and 
smiles, Morehead State University’s Concert Choir and Chamber Singers have returned home 
from their concert tour of Spain. 
The choirs, led by Dr. Greg Detweiler, professor of music, presented five full concerts 
and four additional mini-concerts to packed audiences in Madrid, Toledo, Alcalá la Real, 
Valencia, Monserrat, Barcelona, and the Úbeda International Festival of Music and Dance. 
Participating were: 
Sopranos - Kristan Birchfield, Inez; Janessa Broadhurst, Louisville;  Ashlyn  Denney, 
Jackson, Ohio; Heaven Jones, Vanceburg; Miranda Justice, Pikeville; Summer Lighthall, 
Burlington; Parker  Poulos, Mt. Sterling; Kay Rothermund, Morrow, Ohio; Samantha Schmitt, 
Petersburg; Reagan Stamper, Fisty; and Abreona Walker, Louisville. 
Altos - Aarika Castle, Taylorsville, Eliza Eaches, Wheelersburg, Ohio; Cassie Gibson, 
Catlettsburg; Bailey Hobbs, Shepherdsville; Kyrsten Humphrey, Louisville; Brooklyn Ison, 
Lexington; Kaitlyn Osborn, Louisa; Tania Sempertegui, Guyaquil, Ecuador; Jasmine Wheeler, 
Morehead; and Sarah White, West Union, Ohio. 
Tenors - Noah Bruce, Louisville; Alexander Castle, Ashland; Timothy  Conner, 
Cincinnati; Matthew Hammond, Louisa; Ross Haney, Carlisle; Tristan Hinkle, Barbourville; 
Mark Reinhardt, Minford, Ohio; Jacob Thacker, Shelbiana; and Austin Wood, South Point. 
Basses - Broderick Beighle, Williamstown; Dakota Burnette, Jackson, Ohio; Benjamin 
Cole, Manchester, Ohio; Nathan Connell, Kalispell, Montana; Kyle  Goodson, South Point, 
Ohio; Andrew Hall, Ashland; Nicholas  Hites, Prestonsburg; Jackson Hurt, Richmond; Michael 
Jarman, Lexington; Jorian Johnson, Troy, Ohio; Joseph Miller, Owensboro; Travis Woodard, 
Owingsville; and Dylan Pierce, Worthington. 
The a cappella program titled “From Darkness to Light” formed a kind of pilgrimage 
with the overall theme of walking from darkness to light—from the loss of love to the hope of 
new love, from sadness to joy, from loneliness to the warmth of friends’ and God’s love, and 
from pain and death to trust, new life and song. 
The choirs shared music from Kentucky and the Americas and pieces that honored 
Spain’s influence in the world. Notable pieces included a newly composed piece by Kentucky 
composer, Richard Burchard (“Dios Te Salve Maria”), Morten Lauridsen’s “Soneto de la 
Noche,” a Filipino folk song arrangement (“Rosas Pandan”), and a trilogy of spirituals arranged 
by Moses Hogan. The program’s theme of light was best captured by Ēriks Ešenvalds’ “Stars” 
written for water glasses and choir and conducted by Connell, a senior.  
According to Detweiler, the concerts were enthusiastically received with standing 
ovations and all the concerts closed with encores including “Pilgrim’s Hymn” by Stephen 
Paulus. 
“It is always great for our students to experience singing in ancient cathedrals with 
fantastic acoustics and to see how very much Europeans enjoy choral music,” said Detweiler. 
Reinhardt, a senior, said his favorite memory of the tour was “having the privilege to sing 
at the pilgrimage cathedral of Montserrat with the Black Virgin Mary. When we began to sing 
‘Dios Te Salve Maria,’ I was overwhelmed with pride. Our choir received applause from an 
otherwise quiet audience, and we had the perfect stage for such a powerful song.” 
Soloist throughout the program included Lighthall, Denny, Eaches, Broadhurst, Bruce, 
Johnson and Jarman. 
“We grew with each performance and it made the ending concert so incredible,” said 
Broadhurst. 
Students observed and participated in Spanish culture in many ways. Highlights included 
visits to the Royal Palace in Madrid, the cathedrals of Toledo, the Alhambra Palace in Granada, 
the City of Arts and Sciences in Valencia, Park Güell and the Holy Family Cathedral in 
Barcelona, hiking in Montserrat, swimming in the Mediterranean Sea, and hearing a Spanish 
musical ensemble at the good-bye dinner. 
“The people in Spain were incredibly hospitable. Our two tour guides confided in me that 
our group was different from any they had ever met, and that they were going to miss us all 
terribly. They cried at the airport when we left and that touched my soul more than I can 
explain,” said Reinhardt. 
Broadhurst added, “the trip definitely made me grow as a student, but more importantly, 
as a human being. I had never traveled internationally before and it was an enriching experience 
not only to see how the Spanish people live, but how the choir family took it all in. They enjoyed 
their food quietly and with friends and family. 
 “There is nothing like an international tour. Both as a member of a group and an 
individual, I faced my fears, overcame obstacles, witnessed beauty that brought me to tears, and 
strengthened my voice. I became closer with everyone in the choir.” 
“It felt great seeing how our choir touched people’s hearts through our music even though 
we had a language barrier. Sharing music internationally opens your eyes to new things such as 
seeing giant mountains, tasting new things like octopus, and hearing new things such as singing 
in historic cathedrals. I have been blessed by this choir to travel to Ireland, Italy, and Spain 
within my time here at MSU. I'm so glad I chose Morehead State University for these travel 
opportunities and hope one day that I can be a future patron to help future tours,” said Jasmine 
Wheeler, Morehead senior. 
“The biggest thrill for me, however, was seeing the students enjoy making music together 
and striving to touch the lives of all who listened. I will never forget our final concert. How very 
proud I was and will remain of all of them,” said Detweiler. 
Concert Choir and Chamber Singers represent the university on regional, national and 
international tours. Other recent trips have included tours to Italy, Hungary/Austria, Costa Rica 
and Ireland. 
To learn more about MSU’s Music, Theatre and Dance programs, visit 






CPE amends minimum college admission guidelines 
June 22, 2017  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Kentucky’s Council on Postsecondary Education voted to amend 
administrative regulation 13 KAR 2:020, which sets minimum requirements for admission and 
course placement standards at state-supported colleges and universities. 
With the amended policy, traditional high school students would need a high school GPA 
of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale to meet minimum admission requirements to enter a public four-year 
university. 
Students with a GPA between 2.0 to 2.49 could still be admitted to a public four-year 
university if they sign a learning contract with the campus specifying the advising, mentoring, 
tutoring and support services expectations for both the student and the campus. 
The amendment also mandates the implementation of the corequisite model for students 
needing remediation in core content areas. A corequisite course is a credit-bearing course that 
includes enhanced academic supports, such as additional hours of instruction, tutoring, 
mentoring or advising.  
Moving toward the corequisite model of remediation will assist students in progressing to 
a degree more quickly outside the traditional developmental education model, which is often 
more costly and ineffective in progressing students toward degree completion. 
“Today’s action represents a major policy milestone that will increase student success for 
literally thousands of students over time. We are extremely grateful to all our campus presidents 
and chief academic officers for their shared commitment to help more students persist and 
graduate,” said Bob King, CPE president. 
Other minimum requirements for college admission remain unchanged and include: 
meeting the Kentucky Minimum High School Graduation Requirements; meeting the precollege 
curriculum requirements; and taking the established college admission or academic readiness 
assessments established by the Kentucky Department of Education. 
The amendment now moves through the legislative regulatory review process and 
requires adoption by the Administrative Regulation Review Subcommittee and the Interim Joint 
Committee on Education. If adopted, the amendment would take effect for the 2019-20 academic 
year. 
In other business, CPE approved the campus proposals for 2018-19 tuition and 
mandatory fees at the state’s colleges and universities. All proposals complied with the Council’s 
two-year tuition and mandatory fee ceilings for in-state undergraduates established at the April 
27 meeting.  
Approved tuition and mandatory fee increases for in-state undergraduates include: 
 Morehead State University—0.0 percent 
 Eastern Kentucky University--0.0 percent 
 Kentucky State University—3.9 percent 
 Murray State University—3.0 percent 
 Northern Kentucky University--3.1 percent 
 University of Kentucky—2.5 percent 
 University of Louisville—3.5 percent 
 Western Kentucky University--4.0 percent 
 Kentucky Community and Technical College System—4.3 percent 
The new tuition dollars will help offset a net reduction of $25.6 million in state funding in 
2018-19 and a $31.8 million increase in campus fixed costs for the coming year. 
In other action, the Council approved three asset preservation fee exemption requests to help 
ensure asset preservation and renovation of postsecondary facilities for instructional and 
administrative purposes.  
For Morehead State University, the Council approved a fee exemption request at $5 per 
credit hour, capped at 12 credit hours or $120 annually. 
After factoring in tuition freezes at Morehead State University and Eastern Kentucky 
University next year and the three asset preservation fee exemptions, the adopted tuition and 
mandatory fee increases will average 3.6 percent, the third lowest system average rate of increase 
in 17 years. 
The asset preservation fees, which are excluded from the tuition and mandatory fee ceilings 
at each campus, are restricted funds for approved Education and General asset preservations 
projects only. 
In other business, the Council: 
Adopted a tentative CPE meeting calendar through June 2019 with business meetings set 
Feb. 22, April 26 and June 28. 
Presented a resolution honoring and commending Bob King, president of the CPE, for nearly 
a decade of service. Resolutions also were issued to interim presidents of Northern Kentucky 
University and the University of Louisville. 
The Council heard the following reports: annual briefing from the Association of 
Independent Kentucky Colleges and Universities, an update from the Kentucky Workforce 
Innovation Board, Kentucky Skills U, CPE President’s report, Commissioner of Education 
report, Committee on Equal Opportunities and CPE Presidential Search committee. 
The Council’s next meeting is set Sept. 20-21. 
#### 




First row from left, Jennifer Carter, academy assistant director; Lori Porter, La Grange; Beth Price, Morehead; 
Lucy Steiner, Paris; Lily Cate Embury, Lexington; and Sara Olmsted, Richmond. Second row from left, Billie 
McCoy, Webbville; Bryson Blevins, Stambaugh; Aishwarya Pant, Union; Cole Danzer, Crittenden; Natalie 
Hutchinson, Monticello; and MaryKate Wireman, MPA student. Third row from left, Dr. James Masterson, 
associate professor of government and China Program director; William McIntosh, Jackson; Jake Williams, 
Union; Zac Bentley, Grayson; David Chai, Independence; and Michael White, Quincy. 
Craft Academy students studying abroad in China 
June 7, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Fifteen Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics students are 
spending part of their summer in Tianjin, China as part of Morehead State University’s Education Aboard 
program. 
Those participating are Zac Bentley, Grayson; Bryson Blevins, Stambaugh; David Chai, Independence;  
Cole Danzer, Crittenden; Lily Cate Embury, Lexington; Natalie Hutchinson, Monticello;  Billie McCoy, 
Webbville; William McIntosh, Jackson; Lexington; Sara Olmsted, Richmond; Aishwarya Pant, Union; Lori 
Porter, La Grange; Beth Price, Morehead; Lucy Steiner, Paris; Michael White, Quincy; and Jake Williams, 
Union. 
The students have been preparing since August for the six-week long study abroad program, hosted by 
one of MSU’s overseas partner school, Tianjin Normal University (TNU). In preparation for the program, the 
students have engaged in readings on Chinese culture, society, history and politics and have watched videos 
about Chinese education and democracy. 
While living and learning on the campus of Tianjin Normal University, the Craft students will study 
Chinese language, history and culture from faculty associated with TNU. They also will travel to Beijing for a 
weekend excursion visiting historical and cultural sites, including the Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, Great 
Wall and Summer Palace. 
“This program is more than exposure to and learning in and about China,” said Jennifer Carter, Craft 
Academy assistant director. “It’s as much about getting our kids prepared for college and careers. This is our 
top goal in all that we do. Critical thinking is essential, and cultivating these skills in differing environments is 
irreplaceable. According to a recent report released by the Association of American Colleges and Universities, 
employers are looking for critical thinking and problem solving skills. Thinking quickly on your feet, finding 
solutions, and adjusting to an ever-changing environment all of which are things you learn, do, and apply while 
studying abroad.”  
The program has run since 2012 and this is the second consecutive year that Craft Academy students 
have participated.  
“I couldn’t be happier with the partnership between this program and the Craft Academy. Most of these 
Craft students need to complete one or two units of foreign language for their graduation but find it difficult to 
do so within the rigorous curriculum designed by the Craft Academy. I’m happy that this program can solve this 
issue, while providing these students with a world-class international experience that exposes them to not only 
the history and language of China, but also to the art, culture and international relations of the world’s most 
populous country and fastest growing economy,” said Dr. James R. Masterson, associate professor of 
government and China Program director. 
The students also prepared STEM-X research projects, which they will conduct while in country.  
Dr. Jonathan Pidluzny, associate professor of political science, and MaryKate Wireman, a Master of 
Public Administration student and also teaches U.S. Foreign Policy, are helping students develop their projects.  
Dr. Pidluzny noted that this is more than an opportunity for students to learn about China’s changing 
economy or the fine arts in a different culture; it is also an opportunity for students to immerse themselves in a 
research project first hand, rather than through books and databases. 
 “The opportunity to live and conduct research in a foreign country really sets the Craft Academy apart,” 
Pidluzny added. 
Additional information on the Educational Aboard program is available at 
www.moreheadstate.edu/educationalabroad and information on the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science 
and Mathematics is available by calling 606-783-9025 or at www.moreheadstate.edu/craft-academy. 
#### 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution. 
Chai is National Merit Scholarship recipient 
June 6, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---David Chai, a senior at the Craft Academy for Excellence in 
Science and Mathematics at Morehead State University has been named a 2018 National Merit 
Scholarship recipient. 
Chai is the son of Lucy Hu and Fengming Chai from Independence. 
“David has demonstrated a passion for all things math. He has all perfect scores of 36 
except for one score of a 35 on the ACT. We are proud of David’s accomplishments. We see 
great things ahead for him and a bright future,” said Dr. Carol Christian, Craft Academy director. 
Established in 1955, National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) is an independent, 
not-for-profit organization that operates without government assistance. NMSC conducts the 
National Merit® Scholarship Program and the National Achievement® Scholarship Program–
annual competitions for recognition and college undergraduate scholarships. The honors awarded 
by NMSC to exceptionally able students are viewed as definitive marks of excellence. Recipients 
of Merit Scholarship®awards, Achievement Scholarship® awards, and corporate-sponsored 
Special Scholarships have increased the nation’s respect for intellectual accomplishments and 
have contributed significantly to its talent pool of future leaders. 
The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics meets the unique 
educational needs of academically gifted and talented high school juniors and seniors in the 
Commonwealth. A college-level curriculum will allow students to finish high school while also 
completing up to two years of university coursework. It will offer a residential college 
experience and environment to promote innovation and a creative enterprise, developing the full 
potential of the state’s brightest minds and most promising future leaders. 
In addition, the Craft Academy offers unique, project-based STEM+X courses that will 
enrich educational experiences and develop competencies in entrepreneurship and innovation, 
design and creativity, and civic and regional engagement. 
Students were selected based on ACT scores, academic grades from their first two years 
of high school, interest in advanced STEM careers, responses to application essay questions, 
interview by the Academy selection committee and recommendations from teachers and others 
who can attest to the student’s need and preparedness for the program.  
At the end of the two years, students will have earned a minimum of 60 credit hours, 
finished high school and have the opportunity to further their education at MSU or transfer to 
any other college/university in Kentucky or elsewhere. 
Additional information on the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics 
is available by visiting www.moreheadstate.edu/craft-academy. 
#### 
  




Bryer and Dennis to join Board of Regents 
 
June 28, 2018  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Brandon Bryer and Craig Dennis will become new members of the Morehead State 
University Board of Regents on July 1. 
A senior political science major from Scarborough, Maine, Bryer is the son of Rodney and Michelle 
Bryer. He is a student-athlete on the nationally ranked MSU Rifle Team and is a member of Pi Kappa Phi 
fraternity, where he has served on the chapter’s executive council as treasurer.  
Prior to his term as president, Bryer served as the vice chair of the Public Relations Committee during 
his freshman year and the committee chair his sophomore year. Bryer was named the 2015-16 New 
Congressmember of the Year. During his junior year, Bryer served as the SGA student body vice president and 
was a member of the Vice President for Student Affairs Search Committee. He works as a resident advisor in 
the Office of Student Housing, is as an undergraduate research fellow, and is the current president of the pre-
law society. Bryer will be attending law school after graduation. 
MSU’s SGA president serves a one-year term. 
Dennis, Eagle Success Program coordinator, was elected to serve as the sixth staff regent on the Board 
of Regents.  
A Morgan County native, he has been a member of numerous committees, campaigns and boards during 
his more than 29 years with MSU.  
A graduate of the President’s Leadership Academy, Dennis has served as chair and vice chair of MSU’s 
Staff Congress.  
Dennis is a three-time graduate of MSU, holding a bachelor’s degree in business management, a 
master’s degree in adult and higher education with an emphasis in student services and an MBA.  He is working 
on his doctorate in educational leadership from the University of Kentucky.  
He lives in Morehead with his wife Amanda. He has two children Katie, an MSU graduate, and 
Madison, who is a senior at Rowan County Senior High School. 
His term ends in 2021. 
MSU’s 11-member governing board is comprised of eight citizens appointed by the governor and 
elected representatives of the faculty, staff and students. 
Additional information is available at www.moreheadstate.edu/bor. 
#### 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution.  

PHOTO ID: First row, from left, Taryn Seif, Jasmine Johnson, Megan Peskoe, Gabrielle 
Frederick, and Chloe Harris. Second row, from left, Hallie Meek, Corbin Gravil, Blake Terry, 
Landon Thompson, Amelia Lillie and Teaera Watkins. Third row, from left, Mason Tilley, Jacob 
Jones, Jacob Hack, Caden Rich, Shane Lowe and Abby Cassidy. 
INSIGHT program visits MSU  
June 21, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---INSIGHT, a postsecondary preparation program for high school 
students who are blind or visually impaired, was held on the Morehead State University campus 
June 9-16. 
In its 12th year, the program is a collaboration between MSU, Kentucky Office for the 
Blind, Kentucky School for the Blind, Kentucky Education Development Corporation (KEDC), 
and KSB Charitable Foundation. 
Participating in this year’s camp were: Abby Cassidy, South Shore; Gabrielle Frederick, 
Paducah; Corbin Gravil, Louisville; Jacob Hack, Morgantown; Chloe Harris, Barbourville; 
Jasmine Johnson, Booneville; Jacob Jones, Hopkinsville; Amelia Lillie, Louisville; Shane Lowe, 
Louisville; Hallie Meek, Phelps; Jolean O'Connell, McKee; Megan Peskoe, Louisville; Caden 
Rich, Louisville; Taryn Seif, Louisville; Blake Terry, Garrett; Landon Thompson, 
Campbellsville; Mason Tilley, Bedford; and Teaera Watkins, Owingsville. 
The program is offered to students who have completed the 10th, 11th, or 12th grade and 
is designed to give them a real world college experience, including living in a residence hall, 
attending academic classes, and practicing orientation and mobility skills in a campus 
environment. Although a number of INSIGHT alumni have gone on to enroll at MSU, what is 
learned through the program are highly transferrable college skills that will support success at 
any postsecondary institution.  
Additional information is available by contacting Evangeline Day, Disability Services 
coordinator, at 606-783-5188 or by visiting www.moreheadstate.edu/disability. 
#### 
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SITE:	    Center for Health, Education and Research (CHER),  
      316 W. 2nd St. Morehead (DeMoss Suite, 102 D) 
 
The Regents will discuss item(s) on the agenda and any other business that may 
come before them (agenda included). 
The Board will have an optional (at 9 a.m.) bus tour to Butler Hall, Weatherby 
Gymnasium, Laughlin Health Building and Academic-Athletic Center. 
Media representatives planning to attend the session should call the Media 






MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution. 
 
EVENT:  Board of Regents Meeting  
DATE:    Thursday, June 7, 2018 
TIME:    10 a.m. 
SITE:    Center for Health, Education and Research (CHER),  
      316 W. 2nd St. Morehead (DeMoss Suite, 102 D) 
 
The Regents will discuss item(s) on the agenda and any other business that may 
come before them (agenda included). 
The Board will have an optional (at 9 a.m.) bus tour to Butler Hall, Weatherby 
Gymnasium, Laughlin Health Building and Academic-Athletic Center. 
Media representatives planning to attend the session should call the Media 
Relations Office at 606-783-2030.  #### 
 
   
 
Mraz set to retire from MSPR 
June 12, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---One of Morehead State Public Radio’s most recognizable voices 
will be doing his last newscast this month. 
Chuck Mraz, who came to Kentucky to work at WMKY in 1986, will retire at the end of 
the month after more than 30 years with the station. 
“It has been a great ride,” said Mraz. “More than 30 years ago, I came to WMKY not 
knowing anyone in the area. After 30 years, I leave with a lot of friends and a lot of great 
memories.” 
In his role with MSPR, he has mentored hundreds of MSU students. Mraz has won 
numerous awards, including more than 40 Kentucky Associated Press awards. In May 2015, he 
received the East Kentucky Leadership Conference Award for Media and Technology. 
“Chuck and I have worked together since 1986 as his first sports graduate assistant. As a 
mentor, he genuinely has had a personal interest in our student work-studies to prepare them for 
their careers. I count myself fortunate to have learned from his teaching,” said Paul Hitchcock, 
MSPR general manager. 
In addition to his duties as news director, the Southern Illinois University graduate has 
been the play-by-play voice for the Morehead State football and men's basketball teams for 
nearly three decades. Mraz was named the 2016-17 recipient of the Ohio Valley Conference 
Media Award. 
According to the veteran broadcaster, he has called more than 1,000 Eagle athletic events, 
with the highlight being the 2011 NCAA Tournament win as Demonte Harper hit the game 
winner to beat Louisville. 
"The win over Louisville is without a doubt the highlight of my career," he said. "I 
remember I was so excited to do that game, I was literally shaking, and I had so much adrenaline 
surging through me that day." 
Mraz has a long list of former students, he mentored, who became successful TV/Radio 
broadcasters. 
“I have always felt it was important to give back," Mraz added. "When I was coming up 
through college people took time to teach me things and even went out of their way to help me, 
so I have always felt it was important to teach students and give them a chance to have the type 
of career I've had if they choose to." 
So, what is next? Mraz still plans on broadcasting Eagle football and basketball games 
along with spending more time with his wife, Joni, and seeing his daughters Megan (and her 
husband Kyle) and Elizabeth (and her husband Kevin), along with granddaughter, Emma, and his 
father, Ken. 
“Family has always been important to me and now I will be able to spend more time with 
my wife, my daughters and my granddaughter. I am healthy and am very fortunate to be able to 
get a chance to do that.” 
He will not miss waking up at 3:30 a.m. each weekday morning, but will miss the 
professionals he has worked with during his time at Morehead State University. 
“Larry Netherton hired me and was a mentor,” said Mraz. “I have worked with some 
great people at WMKY. I think that’s what I will miss the most, the people.” 
A retirement reception will be held Wednesday, June 27, from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. at the 
Morehead State Public Radio studio, 132 Breckinridge Hall. 
Additional information is available by contacting Paul Hitchcock, MSPR general 
manager, at 606-783-2001 or visiting www.wmky.org. 
#### 
  






WMKY adds Deep Grooves and Red Barn Radio 
 
 
June 20, 2018  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State Public Radio (WMKY, 90.3FM) has announced the addition of 
two music programs. 
Deep Grooves, part of Audio Visions, airs Thursdays at 8 p.m. The program offers a weekly theme 
featuring music from a variety of genres. Tildon Johnson, a Morehead senior convergent media major, is host of 
the program. 
“I’m interested in how music changes through time, but I also enjoy how it stays the same,” said 
Johnson. “I can start listening to early blues and within a matter of minutes I’m listening to 90’s country or 
heavy metal. There’s not a genre of music that I dislike and I hope listeners can find something to enjoy, 
regardless of the genre.” 
Red Barn Radio airs Saturdays at 2 p.m. and showcases old-time, folk and bluegrass music from 
Kentucky singers, songwriters and musicians. The program replaces The Folk Sampler with Mike Flynn, who is 
retiring the program after 36 years in syndication. 
Hosted by Brad Becker and Renee Collins, Red Barn Radio archives Kentucky's musical heritage with a 
unique folksy hour of Americana programming produced from live concerts presented at ArtsPlace in 
Lexington. 
“Listening to Red Barn Radio is like having musicians in your living room,” said Becker. “Our 
programs are for fans of roots music who want to hear the beauty of wood instruments, steel strings and pure 
voices from artists who also talk about their lives.” 
In addition to the new programming, MSPR plans to place a few programs on summer hiatus. Locally-
produced news programs Front Page, Midday News, Mountain Edition and The Reader’s Notebook will take a 
break during July. The MSU Recital Series also will take a summer break, returning in August. 
“Our local news programs are taking a few weeks for summer vacation,” said Paul Hitchcock, MSPR 
general manager. “NPR’s hourly news, Morning Edition and All Things Considered can still be heard as 
scheduled. Local news programs will return July 30.” 
Serving more than 20 counties throughout eastern Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia, Morehead State 
Public Radio (WMKY) broadcasts at 90.3FM from the campus of Morehead State University. MSPR’s website 
features news headlines, community events, live web streaming and archived audio. 
Questions or comments can be directed to Paul Hitchcock at 606-783-2001. Additional information can 
be found on MSPR’s website at www.wmky.org 
                                                                                          #### 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution. 
MSU adds SOAR program on July 18 
June 29, 2017 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University will offer an extra Student Orientation, 
Advising and Registration (SOAR) program Wednesday, July 18, in preparation for the 2018 fall 
semester. 
First-year and transfer students will register for their classes during these events. 
Students also will have their photographs taken for the University’s identification card, 
the EagleCard, and meet with representatives from financial aid, student housing, food services, 
and accounting and financial services. 
Campus tours will be available. 
A student must be accepted to MSU before they can participate, and parents are 
encouraged to attend. 
Preregistration for the SOAR program is necessary because of limited space. 
The fall semester will begin Monday, Aug. 13.  
To register: visit www.moreheadstate.edu/soar and complete the registration form. For 
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MSU Ed.D. recognized among most affordable 
June 27, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Grad School Hub has identified Morehead State University as having 
one of the most affordable online doctorate in adult education and learning degree programs in 
its recent ranking. The ranking considered online and hybrid programs and affordability. 
Grad School Hub’s editors noted that MSU is one of the best values for an online 
doctorate in adult education and learning degree. MSU was ranked sixth. 
According to its website: “Morehead State University confers an online adult education 
Ed.D. program that is perfect for students interested in a practitioner-based degree. This hybrid 
degree will require some residencies at the campus, but these are determined by the school on an 
annual basis. Students can expect this degree to focus entirely on the implementation and design 
of educational programs aimed at adult learners, with courses discussing how instruction of adult 
professionals has changed over the years. This degree requires 60 credit hours of coursework, a 
research paper, comprehensive exam, and the successful entry and defense of a dissertation. 
Students also will be offered the opportunity to further specialize their degree with an alternative 
area of emphasis. Sample courses for this program include Advanced Instructional Design, 
History of Adult and Higher Education, and Legal and Ethical Issues and the Exercise of 
Judgment in Education.” 
The ranking can be found here: 
https://www.gradschoolhub.com/affordable/online/doctorate/adult-education-learning/. 
Grad School Hub’s mission is to provide expert information on high-quality accredited 
graduate degree programs offered by the nation’s best universities to help prospective students 
find the program that best fits their needs. 
Additional information is available by contacting Dr. Timothy Simpson, Department of 
Foundational and Graduate Studies in Education chair, at 606-783-2858 or 





MSU grad named KSU interim provost  
June 14, 2018  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University alumnus Dr. Lucian Yates III has been 
named interim provost and vice president for academic affairs at Kentucky State University. 
He begins the position on July 1. Yates was inducted into the MSU Alumni Hall of Fame 
in 2012. 
“It is with great excitement that we welcome Provost Yates back to the ‘College on the 
Hill,’” KSU President Christopher  Brown said of Yates acceptance and homecoming.  
“Dr. Yates’ return to Kentucky State University is the crowning achievement in a stellar 
educational career. His outstanding record of accomplishments in education, on every level, is 
unmatched. Lucian understands the breadth and scope of our mission as a public, comprehensive 
historically black land-grant institution given his leadership roles at Prairie View A & M and 
Tennessee State Universities. Dr. Yates brings the necessary knowledge, skills and dispositions 
to assist in our implementation of the recent Board-adopted Green Ribbon Commission on 
Academic Prioritization and Budget Alignment report. Kentucky State must continue to enhance 
our contributions to the regional and national workforce needs,” said Brown. 
He earned a bachelor’s degree in history and political science and a master’s degree in 
history and education from MSU in 1974 and received a Ph.D. degree in curriculum, instruction 
and supervision from Ohio University. 
Yates’ career in education has spanned more than 40 years and includes P-12 through 
graduate education. During his prior tenure at Kentucky State, Yates served as chair of the 
School of Education from 2004 to 08. During that time, passage rate on the Praxis test was 100 
percent and the number of highly-qualified teacher candidates increased. He was responsible for 
initiating the master’s program in special education, as well as garnering more than $1.5 million 
in grants from the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE). 
Yates most recently served as the graduate school dean and professor of curriculum and 
instruction at Tennessee State University. Prior to that, he was the dean of education and a 
professor of educational leadership at Prairie View A&M University in Texas from 2008 until 
2016. His resume includes award-winning teacher, assistant principal, principal, assistant 
superintendent, superintendent and a directorship at KDE. 
 “I am elated to be joining Kentucky State University at this exciting time in its history. 
My new role provides an opportunity to work with talented faculty, staff and students,” Yates 
said. “I also feel fortunate to work with advancing the vision of President Brown who 




 MSU at Mt. Sterling hosts youth camp 
June 19, 2018  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOUNT STERLING, Ky.---Morehead State University at Mt. Sterling hosted the third 
annual “This Land is Our Land Youth Leadership Camp” for 6th through 12th grades, June 11-15. 
A total of 30 students participated in the camp. The camp focuses on introducing young 
people to a variety of careers available in health care, teaching general leadership skills and 
experiencing firsthand community service.  The camp culminates in a health care career fair 
where providers from more than a dozen health care professions provide interactive activities for 
the participants. 
“We were delighted to host these incredible young people,” said Dennis McKay, MSU at 
Mt. Sterling director. “The camp is a wonderful opportunity for the students and the support of 
the community leaders and school administrators has been outstanding.” 
The week’s activities included a tour of MSU in which participants spoke with various 
departments across campus including the Derrickson Agricultural Complex at the University 
Farm. 
The camp was sponsored by the Montgomery County 4-H, Montgomery County 
Education Foundation and MSU Mt. Sterling. 
Additional information is available by calling the Mt. Sterling campus at 859-499-0780 








MSU to host INSIGHT program 
June 1, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---INSIGHT, a postsecondary preparation program for high school 
students who are blind or visually impaired, will be held on the Morehead State University 
campus June 9-16.  
In its 12th year, the program is a collaboration between MSU, Kentucky Office for the 
Blind, Kentucky School for the Blind, Big East Educational Cooperative, and KSB Charitable 
Foundation. 
The program is offered to students who have completed the 10th, 11th, or 12th grade and 
is designed to give them a real world college experience, including living in a residence hall, 
attending academic classes, and practicing orientation and mobility skills in a campus 
environment. Attendees also participate in organized recreational and social activities on campus 
and in the community.  
Although a number of INSIGHT alums have gone on to enroll at MSU, what is learned 
through the program are highly transferrable college skills that will support success at any 
postsecondary institution. 
Additional information is available by contacting Evangeline Day, Disability Services 




MSU to host Kentucky Governor's Scholars Program 
June 8, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University has been awarded a three-year contract (2019-
21) to continue be a host campus for the Kentucky Governor's Scholars Program. 
Currently, MSU is in its final year of a three-year contract with the program. MSU first 
hosted GSP in 2006. 
The scholars arrive on campus, Sunday, June 17, with numerous activities planned for the 
350 students throughout their stay. 
"We are elated to have the Governor’s Scholars Program back at Morehead State and to 
be able to continue to host these scholars,” said President Joseph A. (Jay) Morgan. “We are 
excited about having several hundred of Kentucky's top high school students on our campus this 
summer for this prestigious activity. The GSP leadership knows that we are committed to 
providing outstanding staff and facility support and to sharing our famous Morehead hospitality." 
The Governor’s Scholars Program is a five-week, residential summer program for 
outstanding Kentucky students who have completed their junior year in high school. Established 
in 1983, the program provides academic and personal growth in a challenging, nontraditional 
environment that balances a strong liberal arts program with a full co-curricular and residential 
life experience. 
Students must complete an application and compete with others from across the state. 
Those selected attend the program free of charge.  
GSP will conclude with a closing ceremony on July 21.  
Other host campuses this year are Murray State University and Northern Kentucky 
University. 
Additional information is available by calling 606-783-2274, email 








June 22, 2018  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Eagle Scholars program held its 
summer faculty meeting Wednesday, June 13, with nearly 60 high school teachers that will 
participate in the 2018-19 school year. More than 60 high schools and area technology centers 
will offer MSU dual credit classes this fall with more than 3,000 high school students 
participating in the program. 
The Eagle Scholars program is designed to enhance student learning and to add 
additional academic rigor for its high school partners. The ability for students to maximize their 
high school experience, especially the senior year by taking college classes is a great benefit.  
Students are able to complete some general education courses and gain knowledge about what it 
takes to be successful in a college class. Research shows that students who participate in dual 
credit programs have a higher college GPA are more likely to complete their sophomore year 
and graduate from college on time versus students who do not take dual credit courses.  
The Eagle Scholars program also allows MSU to identify the best high school teachers 
and have them attached to our academic departments. The teachers must meet certain benchmark 
qualifications to become adjunct instructors. The program, essentially allows MSU classes to be 
taught at local high school by local teachers. 
Among those attending and school they represent were: Laura Hackney, Karen Scalf, 
Ashland; Courtney Gebbon, Ballard; Kim Halsey, Rachelle Thompson, John Ramey, Ballard; 
Shelly LeMaster, Cindy Worthington, Boyd County; Anita Montgomery, Bullitt Central; Zack 
Hardin, Carter G. Woodson; Amy Halbert, Sonya Slone, Floyd Central; David Wilkerson, 
Greenup County; Melissa Shearer, Linda Garrett, Henry County; Pam Puryear, Mary Adams, 
Lawrence County; Latissa Higgins, Locust Trace; Austin Maples, Krystal Howard, Willie 
Carver, Montgomery County; Lori Keeton, Morgan County; Jason McCord, Powell County; 
Barbara Lewis, Phelps; Mary Johnson, Angela Hensley, Raceland; Stephen Cryus, Rowan 
County; Carol Stevens, Vanessa Stevens, Phillip Traina, Catherine Del Valle, Russell; Carol 
Rosensteel, Sheldon Clark; Tamara Cady, Simon Kenton; Linda Thompson, West Carter; 
Stephanie Maynard, Woodford County; and Dan Combs, Wolfe County. 
School systems taking part are Bath, Boyd, Breathitt, Bullitt, Carter, Clark, Estill, 
Fayette, Fleming, Floyd, Jefferson, Jessamine, Johnson, Kenton, Lawrence, Lewis, Martin, 
Mason, Mercer, Montgomery, Morgan, Oldham, Pike, Powell, Robertson, Rowan, Shelby, Wolfe 
and Woodford counties; as well as Ashland Blazer, Jackson, Lexington Christian, Raceland, 
Russell and St. Patrick’s independents. 
Additional information is available by calling Joel Pace, director, at 606-783-2995 or you 




MSU Career Services presents internship awards  
June 13, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- Morehead State University’s Office of Career Services recently presented this 
year’s experiential education awards. 
The awards honored a student, an employer, and a faculty member whose contributions to and 
investments in career development via experiential education were truly exceptional. All students, employers 
and faculty engaged in experiential education – internships, clinicals, practicums and student teaching – during 
2017 were eligible for nomination. 
The Student Intern of the Year Award was givento Victoria Pang, a graduate student in the Department 
of Engineering and Technology Management. As an intern with the quality team at Regal Beloit, her research 
and work focused around continuous improvement of production efficiency, and she was instrumental in 
helping the team achieve Compass Star 1 certification – a mark of industry excellence. 
The Internship Employer of the Year Award was given to Regal Beloit. The company is a leading 
manufacturer of electric motors, mechanical and electrical motion controls and power generation products 
serving markets throughout the world. The award recognized Plant Manager Randy Norwood, Manufacturing 
Manager Randy Bumgardner, Quality Coordinator and Intern Supervisor Ernie Robinson and Manufacturing 
Engineer II Caleb Grimes.  
The Faculty Supervisor of the Year Award was given to Dr. Gregory Russell, School of Business 
Administration associate dean, for dedication in assisting students to learn about, secure and complete 
experiential education opportunities in a range of fields within the School of Business Administration. Russell 
supervises internship placements in the fields of accounting, economics, finance, marketing and management, 
collaborating with employers who span the range from small businesses to multinational, billion-dollar firms. 
“Experiential education allows students to take what they’re learning in the classroom and apply it in the 
field, thereby allowing them to gain professional experience before graduation. This is vital, because the 
competitive job market is tied to a global economy where experience and diversified skills matter. That is the 
critical takeaway that quality internships provide, and we are so pleased to recognize the students, employers, 
and faculty who have made these outstanding contributions to and investments in career development via 
experiential education. I’m very proud of them,” said Josh Taylor, career counselor and internship coordinator. 
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From left, Regal Beloit’s Randy Norwood, Caleb Grimes, Ernie Robinson and Josh Taylor, career counselor 
and internship coordinator. 
 
#2 - Victoria Pang and Josh Taylor. 
 
# 3 Dr. Gregory Russell and Josh Taylor. 
 
 
Photo ID: From left, Kathy Walker, board chair, Rachael Malone, student regent; Dr. Shannon Harr, staff 
regent; and Paul Goodpaster, regent. The three outgoing members were recognized for their service to the MSU 
Board of Regents. 
Morgan receives contract extension; Regents approve 2018-19 operating budget 
June 7, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University's Board of Regents approved a one-year contract 
extension for President Joseph A. (Jay) Morgan and $147.3 million operating budget as well as recognized its 
outgoing members during its quarterly meeting held Thursday, June 7. 
Board Chair Kathy Walker made the motion to add an additional year to Morgan’s current contract, 
which will now run through 2022.  
The Board approved a $147.3 million operating budget – a decrease of $4.9 million or 3.2 percent - for 
the 2018-19 academic year. There will be no increase in student tuition or housing. 
The University Service Award Committee has recommended Dr. Frances Helphinstine for the 2018 
Founders Award for University Service. Helphinstine first came to Morehead State as a student in 1959. After 
graduating from MSU, she became an instructor and faculty member with the Department of English, where she 
has served for the past 52 years. She earned a Ph.D. degree with specializations in Renaissance Literature and 
Dramatic Literature from Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana, in 1978. She retired at the end of the 
2018 spring semester. 
The regents recognized outgoing board members Paul C. Goodpaster of Morehead, regent; Rachael 
Malone of Morehead, student regent; and Dr. Shannon Harr of Olive Hill, staff regent; for their service to the 
University. 
The board approved the naming of 19 spaces and furnishings in the Adron Doran University Center. In 
recognition of the commitment and enduring support MSU and scholarship aid for our students, it was 
recommended that names of the individuals and organizations be placed on the designated spaces in the 
renovated ADUC. This will honor their commitment to the University’s mission of educating students from 
Eastern Kentucky and beyond. 
The regents approved the naming of the practice area at Eagle Trace Golf Course for Dr. Rex Chaney. 
Chaney was head golf coach at MSU for 35 years. Under his supervision the Eagles captured the 1977, 1981, 
1993 and 1999 Ohio Valley Conference titles, earning him OVC Golf Coach of the Year honors for each of 
those seasons. The space will be called the Dr. Rex Chaney Golf Practice Pavilion. 
The board approved the fee schedule and personnel roster as well as ratified personnel actions, awarded 
degrees to the 2018 spring graduates, approved minimum scope of the annual audit, and accepted the third 
quarter financial report and amended operating budget. 
The group approved policy on budget reserve financial policy audit, reappointment of the auditing firm 
and disposal of real property (Butler Hall). 
The board authorized the president to extend tuition waivers and memberships to the Recreation and 
Wellness Center. In February, MSU determined it would offer all employees who responded to the voluntary 
reductions by June 30 the opportunity to take courses to be retrained or continue their education. Individuals 
voluntarily reducing or departing would be extended tuition waivers for three years and membership to the 
Recreation and Wellness Center would be extended for one year. These may be administered by the President 
and may be altered by the President in the best interest of the University. 
The regents heard reports on 2018 final spring enrollment; personal service contracts; easements 
granted; the Kentucky Folk Art Center and a recap of Student Government Association activities for the 
academic year. 
The board approved promotions to professors: Chien-Chih Peng, finance; Elizabeth McLaren, education 
(ECESE); Mark Graves, English; Michael Fultz, biology; Thomas Pannuti, astrophysics and space science; 
Gina Gonzalez, kinesiology; Wilson Gonzalez-Espada, physics and science education; Teresa Ferguson, 
nursing; Jason Griffith, Librarian II; and Rodney Watkins, Librarian II. 
The regents approved the granting of emeritus status to Mesghena Yasin, professor of economics; Janet 
McCoy, associate professor of communications and Center for Leadership and Professional Development 
director;  Fran Helphinstine, professor of English; Jack Weir, professor of philosophy; and Dora Ahmadi, 
associate professor of mathematics. 




Reis to be panelist for Deshpande Symposium 
June 8, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Jennifer Reis, coordinator of Morehead State University’s Arts 
Entrepreneurship Minor Program, will be a panelist for the Seventh Annual Deshpande 
Symposium for Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Higher Education held at the University of 
Massachusetts, June 11-13. 
Along with faculty from Emerson College of Boston, Massachusetts, and St. Francis 
College of Brooklyn, New York, she will be a presenter on a panel called “The Alternative 
Entrepreneur: Cultivating the Entrepreneurial Mindset in Non-Traditional Student and in Non-
Tech Ventures.” The Deshpande Symposium is a gathering of like-minded practitioners focused 
on accelerating innovation and entrepreneurship across the college and university environment. 
The Symposium provides a venue for attendees to learn from each other’s experiences; to gain 
wider exposure for their ideas, successes and start-ups; and to collaborate on activities that 
increase innovation and entrepreneurship in their academic communities. 
A native of Canton, Ohio, Reis is a creative entrepreneur, artist, educator and curator who 
has more than 20 years of experience in arts business and administration.  
After receiving her B.F.A. degree from Columbus College of Art and Design in Ohio, 
Reis continued her education at Syracuse University earning an M.A. degree in museum studies, 
and an M.A. degree in studio art with an art education emphasis. 
She is a certified instructor through the CoreFour Entrepreneurship program, a Kentucky 
Arts Council KPAN consultant, and an Etsy Craft Entrepreneurship Program educator. Her 
artistic practice has been honored through numerous awards and grants, including Kentucky’s Al 
Smith Fellowship, and she has been an invited instructor to art/craft schools such as Arrowmont 
School of Art and Craft, John C. Campbell Folk School, Craft Alliance, Society of 
Contemporary Craft and the Southwest School of Art. 
Reis has been employed by MSU for more than 15 years, and is an alumnus of the 
President's Leadership Academy. In addition to receiving MSU's Distinguished Faculty Service 
Award, the Kentucky Arts Council awarded her the Al Smith Fellowship in recognition of 
creative excellence. Other meritorious honors and grants have been awarded by the Kentucky 
Foundation for Women and Americans for the Arts for her creative and arts administration work. 
MSU’s Arts Entrepreneurship Minor and its core classes attract students across campus 
from visual and performing arts, Craft Academy, communication and marketing, as well as 
business and technology. It was established in 2015 and is the only program of its kind in 
Kentucky. 
Additional information about the minor is available by contacting Reis at 606-783-5446 





RWC named one of the ‘50 Best Campus Recreation Centers’ 
June 11, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Recreation and Wellness Center has 
been ranked by College Consensus as one of the 50 Best Campus Recreation Centers. 
No other Kentucky university or college made the list. College Consensus is a unique 
new college ratings website that aggregates publisher rankings and student reviews, 
“We are very proud of the Recreation & Wellness Center and its staff.  The facility and 
staff continue to provide opportunities for the improved health and wellness of our students, and 
play a vital role in our continued student retention efforts,” said Russell F. Mast, vice president 
for student affairs. 
With competition in higher education at the highest point in modern history, colleges and 
universities are finding more creative - and expensive - ways to attract students. One of those 
ways is with campus recreation centers that redefine amenities. Since a well-rounded college 
education cannot be all work and no play and a healthy student body is a more successful student 
body, College Consensus identified schools with the most extraordinary campus recreation 
centers and ranked them by their College Consensus score, which combines published academic 
rankings and real student reviews. 
“There was a time, not so long ago, that campus recreation was pretty limited, but that is 
no longer the case for many colleges, campus recreation is central to the mission and branding of 
the institution. The stress of college can have a long-term negative impact on student health, but 
access to a top-notch campus recreation center does not just offer an escape from college stress - 
it offers a cure for the illness of stress,” said Managing Editor Carrie Sealey-Morris. 
The $24 million center, which opened in August 2011, features a three-court gymnasium 
and fitness area with cardio and weight machines and free weights. The two-story building 
includes two racquetball courts, multipurpose rooms, two classrooms, running track, wellness 
lab, running and cardio balcony, game room and lounge. The aquatics area has a competition-
size pool that includes a vortex and zip line and a sun deck. The ground features a custom-
designed Outdoor Adventure Challenge course, which is located in the right hand side of the 
main drive entrance. 
The facility was 100 percent student funded and is environmentally friendly and LEED 
certified by the U.S. Green Building Council. It was the first LEED certified facility on the MSU 
campus and the first LEED certified student recreation center within the state.  
The center was designed by Hastings and Chivetta of St. Louis, and built by Dugan and 
Meyers Construction Co. of Cincinnati. 
Information on the ranking is available at www.collegeconsensus.com/rankings/best-
college-rec-centers/. 
Additional information on MSU’s RWC is available by contacting Mast at 606-783-2083 
or visiting www.moreheadstate.edu/recreation. 
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Sopranos - Kristan Birchfield, Inez; Janessa Broadhurst, Louisville;  Ashlyn  Denney, Jackson, 
Ohio; Heaven Jones, Vanceburg; Miranda Justice, Pikeville; Summer Lighthall, Burlington; 
Parker  Poulos, Mt. Sterling; Kay Rothermund, Morrow, Ohio; Samantha Schmitt, Petersburg; 
Reagan Stamper, Fisty; and Abreona Walker, Louisville. 
Altos - Aarika Castle, Taylorsville, Eliza Eaches, Wheelersburg, Ohio; Cassie Gibson, 
Catlettsburg; Bailey Hobbs, Shepherdsville; Kyrsten Humphrey, Louisville; Brooklyn Ison, 
Lexington; Kaitlyn Osborn, Louisa; Tania Sempertegui, Guyaquil, Ecuador; Jasmine Wheeler, 
Morehead; and Sarah White, West Union, Ohio. 
Tenors - Noah Bruce, Louisville; Alexander Castle, Ashland; Timothy  Conner, Cincinnati; 
Matthew Hammond, Louisa; Ross Haney, Carlisle; Tristan Hinkle, Barbourville; Mark 
Reinhardt, Minford, Ohio; Jacob Thacker, Shelbiana; and Austin Wood, South Point. 
Basses - Broderick Beighle, Williamstown; Dakota Burnette, Jackson, Ohio; Benjamin Cole, 
Manchester, Ohio; Nathan Connell, Kalispell, Montana; Kyle  Goodson, South Point, Ohio; 
Andrew Hall, Ashland; Nicholas  Hites, Prestonsburg; Jackson Hurt, Richmond; Michael 
Jarman, Lexington; Jorian Johnson, Troy, Ohio; Joseph Miller, Owensboro; Travis Woodard, 
Owingsville; and Dylan Pierce, Worthington. 
Summer Arts Academy runs June 10-16 
June 4, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Summer Arts Academy (SAA) will be 
on campus June 10-16. 
This year’s Academy will host nearly 50 students from Kentucky, Ohio, West Virginia 
and Indiana. Open to all incoming freshman through graduating seniors in high school, the 
Summer Arts Academy is a six-day residence arts camp. 
The Academy exists to nurture students’ development in the arts in a setting which allows 
interaction with expert faculty and the opportunity to work with other students who share 
specific interests in music, theatre, and art and design.  Recreational activities will include an 
“Art Hop” night, movie night, bowling night and Academy picnic.  Other evening activities are 
scheduled in the SAA participant’s medium including performances /presentations by MSU 
Summer Art Academy faculty.  
“We are excited to have the students on campus. What makes the Summer Arts Academy 
unique from other camps of this type is we initiated an individually centered approach to 
ensuring the quality of instruction cannot be matched elsewhere. Our students will spend up to 
six hours a day with SAA faculty who are leaders in their field,” said Greg Wing, professor of 
music (trumpet) and academy director. 
The Summer Arts Academy is partially funded through the Caudill College of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences and the School of Creative Arts (Department of Music, Theatre, 
and Dance and Department of Art and Design).   
Students will have an opportunity to share in their mediums during the final Celebration 
Festival on Saturday, June 16, at 1 p.m. The performance is free and open to the public. 
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From left, Leylah Scott, Haley Wells and Quentin Lewis. 
Talent Search awards academic tutoring certificates  
June 15, 2018  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Educational Talent Search (ETS) 
program collaborated with MSUCorps and Bath County Middle School to provide academic 
tutoring to eighth grade ETS students during the 2017-18 school year. 
First year AmeriCorps tutor, Haley Wells, worked daily with eighth grade Educational 
Talent Search students with the goal to raise reading scores in Bath County. A total of 15 
students received certificates of completion on May 23 for their participation and hard work in 
the academic tutoring program.  
“As the first year as a tutor at the Bath County Middle School, I am proud to say this has 
been a successful year with my eighth grade students. The Educational Talent Search students 
are an exceptional group and made it easy to tutor them with their willingness to participate and 
desire to learn,” said Wells. “A few of the skills we covered that I will mention included active 
listening, reading, comprehension, organizational and test taking skills, which seemed to suit the 
curriculum. Overall, it was a great experience and I would be honored to volunteer again next 
year.” 
MSU’s Talent Search is program to encourage students to develop academic skills to 
assure their success in post-secondary education. The program works with more than 1,600 
middle and high school students in grades 6 through 12 within an 11 county area. 
The counties include: Bath, Carter, Elliott, Greenup, Johnson, Lewis, Magoffin, Menifee, 
Morgan, Powell and Rowan. Those who participate in this program receive services in four 
major program areas: Academic Counseling, Career Counseling, Financial Counseling and 
Personal Counseling to ensure graduation from high school and successful placement in the 
postsecondary institution of their choice. 
Additional information is available by calling Sharon Williams, program director, at 606-
783-5487 or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/trio. 
                                                                                          #### 
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PHOTO ID: Janice Joseph, owner Sew-N-Love Shoppe. 
 
SBDC Monthly Client Spotlight: The Sew-N-Love Shoppe 
 
June 29, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---The Sew-N-Love Shoppe opened its doors in downtown 
Prestonsburg with the assistance of the Morehead State University East Kentucky Small 
Business Development Center in Pikeville.  
Owner Janice Joseph had a desire to revive the interest in creative sewing, fashion and 
décor in her community and she has done just that.  According to Joseph, her business has grown 
far more than she could ever imagine. 
“The Pikeville SBDC offers a wonderful service to those wanting to start a business. 
They have been and continue to be my support system for my business needs. I feel blessed each 
day for this opportunity,” said Joseph. 
The Sew-N-Love Shoppe offers classes teaching the art of sewing aprons, quilts, various 
bags, wall hangings and table runners just to name a few. 
Joseph and her shop are known for their humanitarian efforts locally and aboard. In the 
past they have made chemo caps for cancer patients, prayer quilts for those suffering from 
terminal illnesses and diaper cakes for Appalachian Pregnancy Care Center. Various groups have 
made dresses in the shoppe and sent them abroad to Kenya, Africa and Haiti.   
Currently, Joseph is working with a local community group that provides TRP services. 
The project is learning to sew a two-sided block style pillow. She also works with other groups 
to raise money for education through box top collection, pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald 
House, and plastic lids to help raise money to assist patients in paying for chemotherapy 
treatment. Nothing at The Sew-N-Love Shoppe is wasted; fabric scraps are used to stuff and 
make animal beds for the local animal shelter.  
Also, in the shop make-up bags are being made and filled with various personal items. 
These bags will be donated to area Ronald McDonald Houses. A Bargello American Flag class 
just wrapped-up, just in time for Independence Day. Two quilts are being made for the 
Appalachian Pregnancy Care Center and a quilt block contest is being judged.  
Michelle Spriggs, Pikeville SBDC management consultant, presented Joseph with a 
certificate as its June 2018 Monthly Client Spotlight for her countless humanitarian efforts 
locally and abroad as a business leader in her community. 
“It’s an honor to work with, know and become friends with entrepreneurs like Joseph. It’s 
people like her that make a difference in our communities,” said Spriggs.  
The Sew-N-Love Shoppe is located at 249 West Court Street, Prestonsburg.  Upcoming 
sewing classes include: Mondo bags, 4 Corners Apron, a teen class (ages 13-18) and kid camp 
(ages 9-12) sewing pajama paints, overnight bag and pillow case. To book a class, call 606-506-
5086. 
For additional information on SBDC services, contact 606-432-5848, email 
m.spriggs@moreheadstate.edu or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/sbdc. 
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Wells named AD at UPIKE 
June 25, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University alumnus Kelly Wells has been named 
University of Pikeville athletic director. Wells will assume his position July 1 and will succeed 
Robert Staggs, who is taking on a role in external relations. 
Wells is entering his 13th year at UPIKE, becoming the all-time wins leader in men’s 
basketball at 287-102. He won the NAIA National Championship in 2011, has captured four 
MSC titles and coached 23 All-Americans. 
“I am honored to serve the University of Pikeville family, and I want to thank President 
(Burton) Webb and Provost (Lori) Werth for entrusting me as the steward of the athletic 
department and to continue as head men’s basketball coach,” said Wells. 
“The passion and pride of Bear Nation continues to rise. I will work with our great 
coaches and staff to have an impact on the lives of our student-athletes and build upon our past 
successes to achieve new heights. My family and I look forward to continuing to serve as 
ambassadors for this great institution and community,” said Wells. 
Prior to coming to UPike, he held positions from 2004 to 2006 at Hawaii Pacific 
University in Honolulu as assistant men’s basketball coach, assistant director of athletics and 
men’s basketball coach. At Mason County High School, Wells won the 2003 Kentucky State 
Championship and was runner-up in 2004. Wells attended Rowan County Senior High School 
and led the team to three trips to the Kentucky High School Basketball Tournament. Wells 
played three years (1992 to 1994) at MSU, where he scored more than 450 points and was named 
1993-94 Academic All-OVC Conference. He earned both a Bachelor of Business Administration 
degree from and a Master of Arts in Education degree from MSU.  
Wells is the son of Athletic Hall of Famer Mickey Wells, who was the head coach for 
women’s basketball at Morehead State from 1975-84. The elder Wells won the OVC Coach of 
the Year in 1979 and 1982. 
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